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DEPT. of PLANNING, ZONING, DEVELOPMENT and INSPECTIONS
(Continued)

The Department of Planning, Zoning, Development and Inspections has previously identified
Newport's waterfront as a key land and water area needing more detailed planning. As a result, it
has partnered with the American Institute ofArchitects and the University of Rhode Island
Coastal Resources Center to address priorities. Two charette meetings were held in the fall of
2007 at the International Yacht Restoration School to gather public comments.

The fmdings of these sessions were presented to the City Council. A summary ofthe meetings
and outlined priorities can be found on the City's Website. Grant funds have been sought and
allocated towards this effort. The Department is hopeful that language from this process can be
developed and added to the Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance in the future.

Additional Achievements:
to Lenthal School planning, redevelopment, negotiation and sale
to Traffic signal request and approval for Chafee Boulevard and J T. Connell Highway for

BankNewport and CCRI
to Development and RIDOT approval ofengineering plans jar Perrotti Park and Ann Street

Pier improvements plus federal and state permitting
.. Issuance ofRFP jar development ofcity-owned land on J T. Connell and discussions with

potential tenant
to Sheffield School initial planning, comprehensive plan amendment in preparation for

commercial development.
to CDBG application submitted to state with award of$606,300
.. Initiated Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) planning ~fforts withfederal

government
ID Worked with CRMC to develop a Special Area Management Plan (SAMP)
.. Plat maps were improved with a new parcel map overlay which aligns with state's

coordinate system
.. New departmental website created offering public information and applicant jorms
.. Received RIPTA grantfor bike rack~ and benchesfor the downtown.
.. Secured $50, 000 Aquidneck Land Trust grant for Gooseneck Cove Project
.. Watel:!i'ont Planning effort in partnership with AlA, URI, and local leaders
" North End Master Plan conceptual approval
" Finalized Pell Bridge ramp realignment designs in conjunction with RIDOT
.. Zoning Amendment language development for signage, historic district, and stormwater

management
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Contact info:
Susan F. Cooper, Director of Recreation
Email: SCooper@cityofnewport.com
Telephone: (401) 845-5801
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS, RECREATION & TOURISM
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Scope ofOperations: The Department of Recreation, downsized from the Department ofParks,
Recreation and Tourism, is responsible for all recreation programming and activities
management. It actively services the entire community through its various recreation and sports
activities, & sports facilities, overseeing Martin Recreation Center, Cardines Baseball Field,
Freebody Park sports complex, and an outdoor skatepark.

Use of Resources: The Department ofRecreation employs 4 full time employees. Of the City's
total General Fund expenditures, the Department ofRecreation utilized 0.71% (2.32% in FY
2007) to perform their duties - or a per capita cost to citizens (per 2005 census) in FY08 of
$20.81 ($67.18 in FY 2007). In terms of a median home valued at $350,000, $20.72 ofthe
annual property tax bill in 2008 of$2,919 funded the Department of Recreation.

FY 2008 Goal: To provide healthy and positive recreation programs and community events that
will meet the leisure needs ofthe citizens ofNewport; To provide oversight to the scheduling of
all sports and facilities and city parks in a safe, financially sound, and responsible mauner.

Accomplishments:
• Increased sponsorships for Recreation Department organized community special events

( 19 sponsors FY 07- 31 events. 21 sponsors FY 08 -32 events)

• Increased participation at Recreation Department organized community special events
(Paid events: 375 participants FY 06-07, 600 participants FY 07-08.

o j<'ree Events: 4500 participants FY 06-07, 5000 participants FY 07-08)

• Donations secured scoreboardfor Girls so/iballfield at King Park (value $3,400)

• Department worked with Preservation Society to donate all labor to reconstruct King
Park bandstand pillars which suffered severe wood-insect damage prior to summer
concert series- value 300 man-hours

• Increased after-school programming at elementary schools: 2 programs in FY07;
6programs in FY08.
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DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Contact info:
Jonathan Stevens, Dir. Of Economic Development
Email: JStevens@cityofnewport.com
Telephone: (401) 845-5413

Created by ordinance in 2007, the Department of Economic Development is responsible for
managing three of the City's enterprise funds. These three are the MaritimelHarbor Fund, the
Easton's Beach Fund and the Parking Fund. The Department of Economic Development is also
the City's liaison to the local business community and is an advocate for programs and projects
enhancing Newport's value as a heritage tourism destination.

The Department of Economic Development manages the revenue-generating properties below.

• The Easton's Beach and the Easton's Beach Rotunda Ballroom;

• The City's Harbor Facilities;

• King Park Auto & Trailer Parking, Boat Launch and Permit Information;. ./

• The Mary Street Parking Lot, Gateway Visitor's Center & Garage
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EASTON'S BEACH
(Continued)

10

8

8

4

2

Beach Closures

80 r,-, -- ,- - -, -- -, -, --}4,_-" -
70

80
50

40

30

20

10

Rotunda Rentals

oFY 2005

mFY 2006

oFY 2007

oFY 2008

FY 2007 Goal: Increase season pass sales by 5%.

Accomplishment: An 11% decline in resident sticker sales was off-set by a 40% increase in non­
resident sales,

Additional Achievements:
• Substantial capital improvements to Ballroom and Rotunda building included structural

repairs, floors, ceiling, walls, windows, window dressing, bathrooms, lighting, and a new
awning.

• Major improvements on beach complex, road, parking and signage
• City invested $325,000 in a new algae harvester which has been ordered Once/ully

operational, this prototypical machine is expected to improve the quality (!f experience
and the reputation o/potential profitability ofEaston's Beach

• Upgraded Ballroom marketing and retail business,
o Raked beach on a daily basis; Only two beach closures in FY 2008

Challenges:
• Algae harvester iY!frastructure, creating more retail and metered parking opportunities to

increase revenues
• Extensive upgrades affected the availability 0/Rotundafor rental purposes in FY 2008

Easton's Beach Revenues & Expenditures/Cash Outlays
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PARKING FUND

Scope of Operations: The Parking Fund oversees the parking contracts for Gateway and Mary Street
public parking lots, on street meter parking, review ofparking violation agreements; assistance to
vendors, businesses and other agencies with occasional requests for special parking considerations;
maintenance and capital improvements for the lots and associated public restrooms. Functions also
include coordination of special event management related to lot and on-street parking.

The Parking Fund provides the public with safe, convenient and appropriate parking within the City of
Newport. Further, it maximizes accessibility to each resident, business, and attraction with the increased
availability of parking and decreased traffic congestion by controlling parking eligibility and providing
public fee parking. Working as a team to ensure the effective management ofthis resource, efforts for
this fund are shared by Police.

It is highly recommended that visitors park at the
Newport Visitors Information Center on
America's Cup Boulevard, at the gateway to the
City.

The Newport Visitors Illformatioll Cellter has parkillgfor 480 CUl'S at very reasollable prices
ami also serves as the City's primary public trallsportatioll hub.
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DEPARTMENT OF UTILITIES

Contact info:
Julia Forgue, PE, Director of Utilities
Email: JForgue@cityofnewport.com
Telephone: (401) 845-5601

Located at 70 Halsey Street, the Department of Utilities is comprised of two divisions, the Water
Division and the Water Pollution Control Division. Both the Water Division and Water Pollution
Control Division operate as enterprise funds of the City.

The Department of Utilities, although a City Department of the City ofNewport, is regulated by state and
federal agencies in addition to City policies and procedures. The management and operation of each
Division is supported by the revenue received from its respective billings.

Certain City Departments provide services that are integral to the operation of the Department ofUtilities;
examples include the Finance Department and City Solicitor's Office. The City's costs associated for
providing these services are allocated to both the Water Fund and Water Pollution Control Fund.

The Water Division operates and manages the source water reservoirs, treatment plants, storage tanks
and distribution system. The City's water distribution system also services the Town of Middletown and a
small portion of the Town of Portsmouth. We also sell water wholesale to the Portsmouth Water and Fire
District and Naval Station Newport.

The Water Division is responsible for providing drinking water that meets standards established by the
US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Rhode Island Department ofHealth (RIDOH). The
Water Division is licensed by the RIDOH as. a Public Water Supplier, License # 1592010. The Water
Division is also required to report to the Rhode Island Water Resources Board.

The revenue and rate structure for the Water Division is regulated by the Rhode Island Public Utilities
Commission. The Water Division staff is committed to providing our customers the safest and most
reliable drinking water possible.

The Water Pollution Control Division is responsible for providing wastewater collection and treatment
for the residents ofNewport. In addition we provide wastewater treatment on a wholesale basis to the
Town of Middletown and Naval Station Newport. The Water Pollution Control Division also manages the
storm drainage system within the City.

The sanitary sewer collection system and waste water treatment facility are operated and maintained in
accordance with a service contract with United Water, Inc. The City and United Water are issued a Rhode
Island Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (RIPDES) Permit # RIO100293 to operate the wastewater
facilities.

The sewer use charge is established by the City Council. Services for wastewater treatment for the Town
of Middletown and Naval Station Newport are invoiced in accordance with contractual agreements. The
Water Pollution Control Division is responsible for operating the wastewater and storm drainage systems
in accordance with regulations established by the US EPA and the Rhode Island Department of
Environmental Management.
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WATER POLLUTION CONTROL
(Continued)

Accomplishments (Continued):

• The City amended the contract with Fuss & O'Neill in order to proceed with a pilot studyfor a
UV disinfection system. A trailer mounted UVpilot plant was operated by Fuss & O'Neillji'om
September through October 2007. The results ofthe pilot study indicated that UV disinfection was
a viable alternative to address the water quality ofthe moat ouifall. The City proceeded with the
preliminary design ofthe UV system which includes looking at system layout and hydraulics; the
needfor pretreatment; determination ofsubsurface conditions; and electrical power requirements.

Comparative Operating Indicators

2004
Fiscal Year

2005 2006 2007 2008

5 Year
Percent
Change

Average Daily Sewage Treatment
(thousands of gallons) 9,700 10,900 '4* 9,872 9,800 7,820
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WATER FUND
(Continued)

FY 2008 Goal: Inspect one-hundred percent of our public fire hydrants and make necessary repairs within
five days.

Accomplishment: Inspections were completed during the winterization program in October and
November, 2007. Repairs to damaged hydrants are ongoing as discovered and on schedule.

FY 2008 Goal: Zero violations of the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA).

Accomplishment: There were no violations ofdrinking water standards in FY2008

Comparative Operating Indicators

Average Dally Production, Water Produced Available for Sale
(Million Gallons per Day)

FY 2004 FY 2005
7.54 7.11

FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
6.99 6.69 6.87
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WATER FUND
(Continued)

Accomplishments (Continued):

e Awarded a contract/or design andpreparation o/bidding documents/or a $3 million water main
improvement project as part 0/our ongoing efforts to improve the water distribution system.

e Awarded a contract/or the conversion to a ~ystem wide Radio Read Meter System

e Awarded a contract to conduct bathymetric surveys a/the two mainland reservoirs and
completion 0/a safe yield analysis 0/the entire reservoir system.

e The 2007 Consumer Confidence Report (CCR) was mailed to all customers on May 31, 2008. The
regulations require delivery to all customers by July }"'/.

---- ----- ----- ----_.----,

Water Revenues & Expenditures/Cash Outlays
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Enterprise Resources Planning System - is a company-wide computer software system used to
manage and coordinate all the resources, information, and functions of a business from shared
data stores.

Evaluation - A careful examination, analysis, or appraisal; an examination of the reasons or
causes of results.

Expenditures - An outflow of current financial resources for current operations, capital outlays,
or long-term debt principal retirement and interest.

Fiscal Year - A l2-month period for which an organization plans the use of its funds. The City
ofNewport's Fiscal Year begins July 1st and ends Juoe 30th

. Abbreviation: FY.

General Fund - City's primary operating fund. It accouots for all resources of the general
govermnent, except those that are required legally or by souod financial management to be
accounted for in another fuod.

Goal- The condition or state that one is striving to achieve. Usually long-term and may be
beyond what might reasonably be expected to be achieved within one year.

NYAC - An acronym that stands for "heating, ventilating, and air conditioning". HVAC is
sometimes referred to as climate control and is particularly important in the design of medium to
large industrial and office buildings.

Input measure - Resources (i.e. expenditures or employee time) used in producing an output or
outcome.

NETS Program - Newport Emergency Telecommunications System, funded through various
federal and state Law Enforcement and Homeland Security grants. Fuoding allows for the
upgrade ofthe radio equipment in the Police Department's Dispatch Center and its Emergency
Operations Center.

Outcome measure - Indicators of actual impact or effect upon stated condition or problem.
They are tools to assess the effectiveness of a department's performance and the benefit derived
from it. An outcome measure is typically expressed as a percentage, rate or ratio.

Output measure - Completed activities usually referring to internal activity - the amount of
work done within the organization. Outputs indicate the workload of the organization. The
number of people receiving a service and the number of services being delivered are often used
as measures of output.

Part 1 Crimes - Include Murder, Manslaughter, Rape, Robbery, Aggravated Assault, Burglary
(both Residential and Commercial), Larceny, Auto Theft and Arson.

Part 2 Crimes - Include Other Assaults, CCW, Family Offenses, Narcotics, Disorderly
Conduct, Vandalism, all other crimes.
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2006 DirectionFinder® Survey
Executive Summary Report

Overview and Methodology

ETC Institute administered the DirectionFinder® Survey for the City of Newport, Rhode
Island, to assess citizen satisfaction with the delivery of major city services and to help
determine priorities for the community as part of the City's ongoing planning process.

The survey was four (4) pages long and took the average person approximately 10
minutes to complete. It was administered by mail and phone to a random sample of 851
residents during April of 2006. The overall results of the survey have a precision of at
least +/-3.7% at the 95% level of confidence.

This report contains:

• an executive summary of the methodology and major findings
• charts depicting the overall results of the survey
• benchmarking data that show how the survey results for Newport compare to

other communities
• importance-satisfaction analysis to help the City use survey data to set priorities
• tabular data for the overall results to each question of the survey
• a copy of the survey instrument.

Interpretation of "Don't Know" Responses: The percentage of persons who gave "don't
know" responses is important because it often reflects the level of utilization of City
services. For graphing purposes, the percentage of "don't know" responses has been
excluded to facilitate valid comparisons with other communities. The percentage of
"don't know" responses for each question is provided in the Tabular Data Section of this
report. When the "don't know" responses have been excluded, the text of this report will
indicate that the responses have been excluded with the phrase "who had an opinion."

Executive Summary - 1
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• Public Works The highest levels of satisfaction with public works services, based
upon the combined percentage of "very satisfied" and "satisfied" responses from
residents who had an opinion, were the curbside recycling services (77%), the trash
removal (76%), and snow plowing (47%). Residents were least satisfied with the
maintenance of streets (17%).

• Planning and Zoning The highest levels of satisfaction with planning and zoning,
based upon the combined percentage of "very satisfied" and "satisfied" responses
from residents who had an opinion, were residential property maintenance
enforcement (37%), retail and commercial property maintenance enforcement (37%),
and solicitations and promotions on public streets (38%). Residents were least
satisfied with the clean-up of derelict houses and other public nuisances (25%).

• Water The highest levels of satisfaction with water services, based upon the
combined percentage of "very satisfied" and "satisfied" responses from residents who
had an opinion, were the city's efforts to minimize water disruptions (79%), water
pressure in homes (68%), and the overall quality of water services (49%). Residents
were least satisfied with the taste of their tap water (34%).

• Parks and Recreation The highest levels of satisfaction with parks and recreation,
based upon the combined percentage of "very satisfied" and "satisfied" responses
from residents who had an opinion, were the City parks (81%), management of the
harbor (64%), and the overall quality of parks and recreation services (63%).
Residents were least satisfied with adult recreation programs (42%).

• Public Education The highest levels of satisfaction with public education, based
upon the combined percentage of "very satisfied" and "satisfied" responses from
residents who had an opinion, were the quality of elementary school education (29%),
and the quality of educational facilities (23%). Residents were least satisfied with the
system leadership and management (16%).

• Administrative Services The highest levels of satisfaction with administrative
services, based upon the combined percentage of "very satisfied" and "satisfied"
responses from residents who had an opinion, were feeling of safety in the City
(78%), the overall quality of life in the City (67%), and the image of the City (65%).
Respondents were least satisfied with the management of the influx of tourists during
the summer (36%).

• Most Emphasis over the next two years. Residents chose public education as the
city service that should receive the most emphasis over the next two years; the second
choice was public works and the third choice was planning and zoning.

Executive Summary - 3
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Feedback Form
Please take a moment to complete this form and give us yourfeedback on this report. Please email
(escel2pa@cityofnewport.com), mail it to Elizabeth Sceppa, Finance Dept., 43 Broadway, Newport, Rl
02840, or fax it to: 401 848-5750. Your comments will help us to improve this report in the future.
Thankyou!

I) Was it clear to you from the report why this report is being done? Circle one: YES NO

2) Was it clear to you from the report what areas of city govel11ment would and would not be reviewed
and discussed? Circle one: YES NO

3) Were the goals and objectives ofthe City ofNewport departments discussed in the report clearly
stated within the report? Circle one: YES NO

4) Was there enough information about each City department discussed in the report for you to fonn a
reasonably complete pictnre ofhow each department uses resources (people and money)? Circle one:
YES NO

5) Did the report include enough infonnation on the key measures of perfonnance for each department:
Circle one: YES NO

6) Was the infonnation from the citizen survey reported on in this report understandable to you as a
reader? Circle one: YES NO

7) Was the infonnation from the citizen survey reported on in this report useful to you as a reader?
Circle one: YES NO

8) Was the report overall easy for you as a reader to understand? Circle one: YES NO

9) Was the report overall useful to you as a reader? Circle one: YES NO

How did you leam ofthis report? _

How much time did you spend reading this report? _

What part or parts ofthe report were the most interesting and useful to you? Why _

What part or parts ofthe report were the least interesting or nseful to you? Why _

What changes would you suggest be made to this report to improve it in the futnre?

What areas would you like to see measured or added to this report that were not included?
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